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THE  SAl^  IRANCISCO  CONFERENCE 

Thirty-nine  nations  have  been  invited  to  the  conference  which  will  open  April  25  in  San 
Francisco  when  detailed  plans  for  world  organization  will  be  considered  based  on  the 
proposals  drawn  up  at  Dumbarton  Oaks  last  October.  In  many  respects  this  will  be  THE 
peace  conference  since  the  treaty  which  is  expected  to  result  will  be  difficult  to  amend 
or  change  and  the  decisions  reaped  will  fix  the  character  of  the  world  political  and 
security  orgeinization. 

The  Polish  Goverxsnent  in  London  has  forwarded  29  amendments  to  the  Dumbarton  Oaks  pro¬ 
posals.  The  Governments  of  the  Netherlands,  Canada,  and  Mexico  are  among  the  nations 
which  have  submitted  extensive  recxxomendatlons  for  revision  of  the  earlier  charter  drawn 
up  at  Dumbarton  Oaks.  The  relation  of  the  smaller  powers  to  the  big  powers,  the  veto 
power  of  the  big  powers  and  voting  procedure,  and  the  ri^ts  of  the  General  Assembly  as 
against  the  Security  Council  are  among  the  topics  of  lively  controversy. 

American  delegates  include  Senators  Tom  Connally  and  Arthur  E.  Yandenberg  from  the 
Foreign  Relations  Committee  and  Representatives  Sol  Bloom  and  Charles  A.  Eaton  from  the 
Foreign  Affairs  Conmittee. 

NURSES'  draft  AND  WORK  CE  ELSE  DRAFT 

The  nurses'  draft  bill,  H.  R.  2277  by  Andrew  J.  of  Kentucky,  is  e:q)ected  to  reach  a 
vote  in  the  House  today  after  a  decision  is  reached  on  whether  to  Include  married  nurses 
or  not.  IStb,  Frances  P.  Bolton  of  Ohio,  in  reviewing  the  bacdoground  of  the  nurses  short¬ 
age,  declared,  "I  am  certain  that  the  situation  in  which  we  find  ourselves  need  never  have 
arisen."  Dr.  Ivor  D.  Fenton  from  Pennsylvania,  in  summarizing  tlis  recruiting  drive  sjnce 
the  President's  speech  in  January,  said,  "No  one  in  tills  House  can  tell  me  that  a  concen¬ 
trated  drive  for  30  days  would  not  give  us  the  rest  of  the  nurses  we  need.  .  .  long  before 
this  bill  wrlll  be  able  to  get  them." 

The  Senate  debate  has  entered  its  second  week,  on  the  substitute  bill  reported  out  by  the 
Senate  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  in  place  of  the  Bouse  approved  I4ty-Bail6y  Bill.  On 
Friday,  ^^arch  2,  Senator  (Happy)  Chandler  of  Kentucky  said,  "I  do  not  want  to  see  a  bill 
enacted  under  whip  and  spur  in  order  to  save  the  face  of  someone  who  has  made  a  mistake, 
a  military  mistake  which  I  regret.  ...  I  fear  what  may  happen  here  if  we  take  steps 
which  will  eventually  place  this  country  under  the  direction  of  the  military.  The  people 
of  this  country  do  not  want  the  country  to  be  directed  by  the  military." 

PEACETIIffi  CONSCRIPTION 

Twice  during  the  past  ten  days  Chainsan  Clifton  A.  Woodrum  has  been  quoted  in  the  press 
as  saying  that  hearings  on  peacetime  conscription  would  be  opened  before  the  House  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Post  War  Military  Policy  as  soon  as  the  work  or  fi^t  legislation  is  consisted. 
Members  of  Congress  report  a  heavy  mail  on  the  question  of  universal  military  training. 

Why  not  write  the  President,  your  Senators,  and  your  Congressman  that  this  is  no  time  to 
be  pushing  post  war  conscription  when  the  San  Francisco  Conference  is  about  to  open  for 
determining  detailed  plans  for  world  orgsoiization  and  when  Congress  should  be  discussing 
the  proposals  for  a  world  bank  and  world  monetary  stabilization  fund?  Will  you  send  us 
any  information  on  the  attitude  of  your  Congressman  and  Senators,  or  copy  of  their  letters? 


Pi 
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BRETTON  WCXDDS  LiONETABY  AGEEEIffil^S 

S.  540,  Introduced  hy  Senator  Robert  F*  Wagner  of  Itew  York  for  himself  .and  Senator  Charles 
W,  To  bey  of  New  Hampshire  on  February  15,  provides  for  United  States  participation  in  the 
institutions  proposed  by  the  Bretton  Woods  Conference.  It  was  referred  to  the  Senate  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Banking  and  Currency.  Hearings  will  begin  shortly  after  the  Committee  concludes 
hearings  on  the  0  P  A.  A  companion  measure,  H,  R.  2211,  was  introduced  in  the  House  by 
Representative  Brent  Spence  of  Kentucky,  and  referred  to  the  House  Committee  on  Beinking 
and  Currency,  vdiidi  will  begin  hearings  on  March  7. 

Senator  Wagner  said  in  introducing  his  bill* 

"Ihese  two  institutions  will  provide  a  concrete  foundation  for  general  economic 
cooperation  among  the  peace-loving  nations  of  the  world.  They  will  create  the 
kind  of  financial  atmosphere  needed  for  the  expansion  and  balanced  growth  of  world 
trade.  The  Fund  will  ensure  an  orderly  system  of  exchange  rates  and  will  outlaw 
all  the  aggressive  and  discriminatory  monetary  practices  that  have  plagued  the 
world  in  the  past.  The  Bank  will  stimulate  and  encourage  private  international 
investment  in  productive  projects  and  will  be  of  great  assistance  in  the  recon¬ 
struction  of  areas  devastated  by  enemy  action." 

Forty- four  nations  participated  in  drawing  up  the  agreements  sdiich  are  now  referred  to 
these  countries  for  ratification.  Our  share  in  the  cost  of  the  Bank  and  the  Fund  to  which 
the  various  nations  contribute  is  about  what  we  spend  every  ten  days  on  the  war. 

HDUSE  PUSHES  TTO-THIRDS  RATIH  CATION  CHAl^GE 

Prospects  of  any  Senate  action  on  the  matter  of  change  in  the  two-thirds  treaty  ratifi-  i 
cation  provisions  were  nullified  by  the  reported  agreement  reached  in  an  executive  session 
of  the  Senate  Judiciary  Committee  on  February  26,  in  which  the  Committee  agreed  to  refuse 
consideration  of  any  Constitutional  amendments  for  the  duration.  In  the  House,  however. 
House  Joint  Resolution  60,  introduced  by  Representative  Bsitton  W.  Sumners  of  Texas,  was 
reported  out  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  and  referred  to  the  House  calendar  on  February  13. 

A  vote  on  this  resolution  is  e^qpected  this  week  and  proponents  of  the  measure  believe  it 
will  be  approved  by  a  large  majority.  The  resolution  proposes  a  constitutional  amendment 
abolishing  the  two-thirds  rule  and  giving  the  House  a  share  in  the  treaty-making  processf 
thus  making  the  determination  of  foreign  policy  more  democratic,  it  is  claimed.  However, 
Louis  Ludlow  of  Indianapolis  questions  the  wisdom  of  this  and  says,  "We  shall  witness 
Congress,  which  already  has  given  a  blank  check  to  the  President  in  almost  everything  else, 
voluntarily  weakening  its  power  still  further  by  removing  the  only  effective  barrier 
against  executive  usurpation  in  respect  to  treaties,  thus  giving  him  what  amounts  to 
another  blank  chedc." 

EDUCATION 

A  committee  of  twelve  prominent  educators,  representing  every  phase  of  schooling,  under 
the  direction  of  Dr.  Francis  J.  Brown,  consultant  of  the  American  Council  on  Education, 
have  recommended  inniediate  and  substantial,  aid  to  colleges  and  universities  from  the 
Federal  Government.  The  report  of  the  committee,  prepaired  at  the  request  of  the  House 
Committee  on  Education,  included  reconmendatlon  of  Fsderad  grants  to  colleges  wftiere 
enrolments  have  been  dramatically  cut  by  the  war,  these  grants  to  amount  to  $25,000,000 
yeaurly. 

Hearings  are  in  progress  in  the  Senate  Committee  on  Education  and  Labor  on  S.  181,  spox^ 
sored  by  Senators  Elbert  D.  IQiomas  of  Utah  and  Lister  Hill  of  Alabama,  to  authorize  ap¬ 
propriation  of  $300,000,000  to  the  states  to  aid  public  elementauy  and  secondary  education. 
Hearings  in  the  House  Education  Committee  on  the  companion  bill  introduced  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  by  Robert  Ramspek,  H.  R.  1296,  will  begin  April  10. 


Dn  February  15  Senator  William  Langer  of  North  Dakota  introduced  S,  537,  a  ‘bill  to  prevent 
discrimination  by  colleges  and  universities  on  account  of  race,  color,  or  creed. 

Senator  Walter  F.  George  of  Georgia,  with  co-sponsors  Senators  Hill  of  Alabama,  Thomas  of 
Utah,  La  Follotte  of  Wisconsin,  Alton  of  Vermont,  and  Ellender  of  Louisiana,  introduced 
S.  619  to  provide  vocational  education  and  re-training,  with  part  time  training  and  work 
e:^erlenoa  programs  for  the  occupational  adjustments  and  readjustments  of  youths  and 
adults,  including  persons  demobilized  from  defense  industries  or  from  the  armed  services. 
Administration  of  the  training  programs  would  be  under  state  supervision. 

ANTI-POLL  TAX  SUPPORTERS  SEEK  DISCHARGE  PETITION  IN  HDUSE 

Congressman  Vito  Marcantonio  of  New  York  introduced  a  discharge  petition  into  the  House 
on  February  28,  seeking  to  have  his  bill,  H.  R*  7,  discharged  from  the  House  Judiciary 
Committee  and  brought  to  the  floor  of  the  House.  The  bill,  to  abolish  the  payment  of  poll 
taxes,  lay  in  the  JudiciEoy’  Committee  30  legislative  days  without  action,  and  an  addition¬ 
al  seven  days  during  which  the  ^use  Rules  Committee  might  have  taken  action  but  did  not 
do  so.  A  bi-partisan  committee  is  seeking  to  obtain  218  signatures  for  the  discharge 
petition,  the  simple  majority  needed  to  bring  the  bill  out  of  Cooinittee.  Promoters  of 
this  legislation  have  informed  the  National  Committee  to  Abolish  the  Poll  Tax,  at  127  B 
Street,  S.E. ,  Washington,  that  over  a  third  of  the  necessary  signatures  have  been  ob¬ 
tained,  and  they  are  urging  supporters  to  write  their  Congressmen  asking  them  to  sign. 


HEARINGS  SCHEDUm  ON  SENATE  F  E  P  C  BILLS 

Hearings  on  the  Senate  Bills  S.  101  and  S.  459  will  begin  on  I^irch  12,  according  to  a 
statement  issued  by  Senator  Dennis  Chavez  of  New  toxico,  chaiztnan  of  the  special  sub¬ 
committee  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Education  and  Labor.  Senator  Chavez  in  his  an¬ 
nouncement  pointed  out  that  he  had  thou^t  it  would  be  unnecessary  to  hold  farther  hearings 
on  the  Fair  Enployment  Practice  Commission  proposal,  since  a  bill  identical  to  his  S.  101 
was  reported  out  of  the  committee  favorably  last  year.  The  introduction  of  S.  459  by 
Senator  Taft  of  Ohio,  which  does  away  with  enforcement  provisions  in  the  bill,  made  present 
hearings  necessary,  and  has  raised  a  storm  of  protest  by  F  E  P  C  advocates. 

The  House  Labor  Committee  reported  out  favorably  H.  R.  2232  with  the  sponsorship  of  a 
majority  of  the  Labor  Committee,  and  supporters  are  now  attempting  to  secure  a  rule  from 
the  Rules  Committee  to  bring  the  bill  to  a  vote. 

The  New  York  State  Assembly  on  February  28  passed  the  Ives-Qiuinn  Bill  by  a  vote  of  109  to 
32,  to  set  up  a  permanent  commission  against  discrimination  in  ooployment  on  grounds  of 
race,  creed,  color,  religion  or  national  origin,  and  providing  penalties  of  $500  fine  or  a 
year's  in^rlsorment  for  violations.  The  bill  passed  the  New  York  Senate  49  to  6  on  ^felrch 
5  and  now  goes  to  Governor  Dewey  for  his  signature. 


BILL  TO  PROTECT  RIGHTS  OF  WITNESSES  BEFORE  COMMITTEES 

Frank  Hook  of  Michigan  has  introduced  H.  R.  1834  which  would  give  witnesses  before 
Congressional  Committees  the  ri^ts  which  they  would  have  in  court.  Such  ri^ts  would  in¬ 
clude  one's  own  counsel,  access  to  testimony  of  others,  and  the  opportunity  to  reply  to 
charges  and  to  repoirts  before  publication.  It  would  also  bar  connittee  members  from  making 
"private  profit"  out  of  the  work  of  a  committee.  Representative  Hook,  who  sponsored  the 
bill  to  discontinue  the  so-called  "Dies  Committee",  was  personally  attacked  by  Represen¬ 
tative  Rankin  on  the  House  floor  recently. 
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MISSOUHI  VALLEY  AUTHORITY 

Senator  Jaznee  E.  Lturray  of  Montaim  Introduced,  on  February  15,  S.  555  to  establish  a 
Missouri  Valley  Authority,  a  bill  similar  to  the  one  he  sponsored  in  the  last  session  of 
Congress.  Following  a  spirited  debate  over  reference  of  the  bill  —  vbich  was  referred  "by 
the  Vice  President  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  —  Senator  Itoray  introduced  a  resolution 
on  February  19  requesting  that  the  Commerce  Committee  be  discharged  from  further  consider¬ 
ation  of  the  bill.  Be  asked  that  it  be  sent  to  the  Committee  on  Agriculture  and  Forestry, 
vdiere  he  had  originally  asked  that  it  be  placed.  The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  is  Senator  Josiah  Bailey  of  North  Carolina,  who  is  considered  an  opponent  of  the 
bill  because  of  his  association  with  the  Duke  Power  interests. 

Representative  John  J.  Cochran  of  Missouri  on  February  15  introduced  a  ccoqpanion  bill, 

E.  R.  2203,  vihlch  was  referred  to  the  Bouse  Committee  on  Rivers  and  Harbors. 

LIQUOR  CONZROL  LEGISLATION 

Two  bills  have  been  introduced  in  each  House  for  titter  control  of  the  advertising  or 
sale  of  liquor.  Senator  Edwin  C.  Johnson  of  Colorado  introduced  S.  623  on  February  26  to 
prohibit  the  paid  advertising  of  alcoholic  beverages  by  radio  under  certain  circumstances. 
Senator  Arthur  Capper  of  Kansas  sponsored  S.  599  to  prohibit  the  transportation  in  inter¬ 
state  commerce  of  advertisements  of  alcoholic  beverages.  Two  bills  on  which  the  advocates 
of  liquor  control  legislation  desire  to  get  hearings  soon  if  possible  are  --  H.  R.  2062  by 
Representative  Joseph  R.  Bryson  of  North  Carolina,  which  would  outlaw,  until  demobilization 
is  ccmplete,  the  manufacture,  sale,  or  transportation  of  alcoholic  beverages,  and  H.  R.  752 
by  Stephen  Pace  of  Georgia,  which  would  prohibit  the  sale  or  possession  of  alcoholic 
liquors  within  military  camps  or  cantoments  and  would  provide  for  the  suppression  of  vice 
and  gambling  in  the  vicinity  of' military  establlsbments.  .  / 

ARE  YOU  USING  YOUR  NEWSLETTER?  IT  ISN*T  A  SECRET  DOCUMENT  I 

Even  though  the  circulation  has  already  reached  more  than  seven  thouscmd,  the  Newsletter 
could  not  go  to  every  family  idilch  is  interested  in  keeping  up  with  important  developments 
in  Washington.  Therefore  we  would  like  to  encourage  those  who  do  receive  it  to  share  tl^e 
information.  Have  you  tried  these  suggestions? 

1.  Organize  a  committee  on  legislation  in  your  monthly  meeting  of  Friends. 

2.  At  gatherings  (such  as  Monthly  Iteetlng)  mention  some  outstanding  items  from  the  News¬ 
letter.  Let  others  read  your  copy  for  fuller  details.  Discuss  the  infonnatlcn  in 
community  organizations  in  which  you  are  active. 

3.  Prepare  an  occasional  poster  presenting  iriformation.  Get  young  people  to  help. 

4.  Post  your  copy  in  a  conspicuous  place  at  the  meetinghouse  for  a  week,  each  month. 

5.  Suggest  concrete  action  growing  out  of  information.  Write  your  Congressman  and 
Senators  on  inportant  issues.  Commend  them  when  you  approve  their  efforts.  Get  otherc 
to  write.  Visit  your  Congressman. 

6.  Arrange  a  public  discussion  on  important  subjects  —  peacetime  conscription,  world 
organization,  fair  employment  practice,  etc.  Invite  a  speaker.  Write  to  the  Peace 
Section  of  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee  for  educational  materials,  at  20 
South  12th  Street,  Philadelphia  7,  Pennsylvania.  Write  the  Rriends  Committee  on 
National  Legislation  for  current  legislative  information. 


E.  Raymond  Wilson  and  Eleanor  Douglas  Doak 
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SPECIAL  STUDY  PACKET  on  CONSCRIPTION 

-  PR\C£  60  GTS 

Includes:  SOURCEBOOK  ON  PSACETIICE  CONSCRIPTION,  an  exhaustive  njid  comprehensive 
study  of  this  crucial  issue. 

PEACSTM  CONSCRIPTION,  A  Prohlem  for  Americans. 

UNIVERSAL  PEACETIME  CONSCRIPTION,  A  Question  for  Every  Teacher  to  Consider. 
HOW  TO  MAKE  A  V/ORKSR  INTO  A  STRIKE  BREAKER,  for  Labor  Ifeions,  etc. 

PEACETIME  CONSCRIPTION  UNCOlTSTITUTIOlUL 

SHOULD  THE  UJTITED  STATES  ADOPT  PERIiAIKnTT  MILITARY  CONSCRIPTION?  (Official 
statements  of  20  important  religious,  educational,  civic,  and  labor 
groups) . 

ILLUSTRATED  ARSU14ENTS  FOR  PEACSTIIC  CONSCRIPTION 
COITSCRIPTION  AIN)  CONSCIENCE,  by  A.J.  Muste. 

Copy  of  the  MAY  BILL,  H.R.  515 

A  ’•PRO  AND  CON”  Study  — Either  a  Radio  Forum,  a  Federal  Council  of  Churches 
Information  Service  Bulletin,  or  a  YMCA  Special  Bulletin, 

BIBLIOGR.iPHY  of  important  pamphlets  available  on  the  subject. 

(If  preferred,  these  items  may  be  purchased  singly  or  each  one  in  ouantities) 

Peace  Section,  American  Friends  Service  Committee 
20  South  TvrelHh  Street 
Philadelphia  7,  Pennsylvania 

Please  send  _  packets.  Enclosed  find  $ _  in  payment,  ' 

Name 

Addr e  s  s _ 


